SGA General Body Meeting Minutes
Date: Monday, October 7, 2024
Time: 5:00 - 6:00 PM
Location: Room 2E29 and via Zoom
Zoom Link: https://umaryland.zoom.us/j/98597285043?pwd=gNNF1Bm9aBuQYeX46rQcrHkSCsVqIE.1

· Chat and Snack
· Old Business
· New Business
· Election of New SGA Vice President
· Trinity Cephas was the sole candidate for Vice President.
· After a brief introduction and description of her experience, a vote was held, and Trinity Cephas was elected.
· SGA Affiliate Organizations
· SGA Student Group Leaders:
· Student leaders and members are needed. Interested students can apply here.
· USGA Senators:
· One more spot is available for a USGA senator. Interested students are encouraged to express their interest here.
· School of Social Work Committees
· Student members are needed for various faculty committees. Express interest here.
· Emails will be sent to students who have already expressed interest in serving on committees.
· Participation Information:
· The field office allows students excused time from practicum for committee meetings, up to 8 hours per semester.
· There is a scheduling conflict with the current Monday meeting time due to a class from 12:15 - 1:45 PM. Adjustments are under consideration.
· The SGA currently holds one seat on the field committee, focusing on improving communication with field liaisons and instructors to prevent exploitative placements. It is imperative that these committee seats continue to be filled to ensure students maintain their agency.
· Promoting Increased Awareness and Engagement in SGA
· SGA provides an essential student voice. Current low participation risks disbandment and losing said voice.
· Discussed potential solutions, including better communication methods, such as adding a presence on Blackboard and introducing Instagram and TikTok for outreach.
· Highlighted the new building project breaking ground in a week, which includes spaces for advocacy, a garden, and self-care facilities—achievements made possible through SGA student advocacy.
· The budget for this year is $1,000 to be used for student-related activities and events such as End-of-Field Celebration
· Additional Announcements & Reminders
· Graduation Information:
· Students graduating in May or July can vote for the graduation ceremony speaker. Voting closes on October 8.
· Graduation Planning Committee meetings will begin soon. The application deadline to participate is also October 8.
· Emails regarding committee meeting times will be sent out.
· Upcoming Events:
· Election Tuesdays: ACTIVATE Your Voice: Transit, One Fair Wage, and Pay for Placement Campaigns on October 29, 5:00 - 6:30 PM, in the SSW auditorium.
· Groundbreaking Ceremony for the School of Social Work's New Building: October 17, 10:00 - 11:00 AM.
· Next Meetings:
· Next SGA General Body Meeting: November 4, 5:00 - 6:00 PM, Room 2E29 and via Zoom.
· Next E-Board Meeting: TBD	.
· Meeting Adjourned at 6:00 PM
Attendees were encouraged to enjoy the pizza and continue discussions informally.

· Attendance:
· Courtney Fullwood – SGA President
· Trinity Cephas – SGA Vice President
· Emma Charles – SGA Recording Secretary
· Christa Gloster – SGA Corresponding Secretary
· Chloe Kastner – SGA Treasurer
· Ms. Washington – OSS
· Kate Calhoun
· Esther Shapiro
· Zara Pollack
· Morgan Carroll
· Alex Wang
· Alexei Ekemian

